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With par-

ticipants 

from four 

counties, 

t h e 

S o u t h -

w e s t 

F l o r i d a 

Innova-

tion Net-

work (SWFIN) continues to 

meet, plan and this week, 

seek equity investors. Do 

you know of solid commu-

nity minded business willing 

to invest $10K a year for two 

years to make the possibility 

of regional high speed fiber a 

reality? Investor contribu-

tions will support the devel-

opment of mapping of the 

regionôs current fiber assets, 

engineering plans for expan-

sion of middle and last mile 

installations, a business plan 

and sustainability model, and 

ultimately, grant applications 

to bring funding to South-

west Florida. The coalition 

was established to ensure 

that the region receives the 

necessary funding to im-

prove broadband infrastruc-

ture, one of the keys to diver-

sifying our economy. Be-

cause of appealing assets like 

the Southwest Regional Air-

port, our higher education 

institutions, healthcare sys-

tem, spectacular environment 

and high quality of life, we 

are well on our way to being 

a competitive market for 

business expansion ef-

forts.  However, without im-

proved broadband, specifi-

cally fiber, our future will be 

more challenging with fewer 

opportunities.  Sixty days 

into our efforts, SWFIN has 

researched similar initiatives 

and enlisted the support of 

highly qualified broadband 

development experts to assist 

us with what we intend to be 

a long term regional project 

encompassing local, state 

and federal opportunities. 

The document on pages four 

and five articulates the 

Southwest Florida Innova-

tion Networkôs Value Propo-

sition and Investment Model. 

We would encourage busi-

ness owners interested in 

staying in a competitive mar-

ketplace to contact us. With 

inspired corporate citizen-

ship, we can make this infra-

structure dream a regional 

reality. 
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Christine A. Ross 

Presidentôs Note 

An Update on Efforts to Bring 

High Speed Broadband to the 

Southwest Florida Region  

Join us on the Web...  

 

www.facebook.com/bonita.chamber 

www.twitter.com/BSAChamber 

www.bonitaspringschamber. 

wordpress.com 

Chamber Champions 
Bonita Estero Dental Group 

The News-Press 

Naples News Media Group 
 
Chamber Advisors 
Bonita Community Health Center 

Congress Jewelers 

Key Private Bank 

Brennan, Manna & Diamond, P.C. 

TIB Bank  

Alvarez, Sambol, Winthrop & Madson, 

P.A. 

 
Chamber Advocates 
TIB Bank  

Comcast 

 

Leadership Stewards 
Professional Building Systems 

RBC Bank 

 

Chamber New Member Partners 
Bank of Florida 

Rosier Insurance 

Thank You to Our 

2008 -2009 Invest for 

Success Partners  

Check It Outé 
Page 3... SWFIN Value Proposi-

tion 

Page 6...Upcoming Events  

Page 7...July Networking Photos 

Page 8...New Investors 

Page 9...OTC Blue Chip Awards 

Speaker Announced  

Page 10...July Ribbon Cuttings 

Page  11...Lobby ads reduced by 

almost 50% 

Page 11...Calling all photogra-

phers! 



 

 

 

 

25071 Chamber of Commerce Drive 

Bonita Springs, Fl 34135 

(239) 992-2943 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chairman of the BoardðOwen Feeney, D.M.D. Bonita 

Estero Dental Group 

First Vice ChairmanðBrian Farrar 

BCF Management Group 

Second Vice ChairmanðSabra Cecil 

Veritas Employer Services 

TreasurerðJames Dati 

Bond, Schoeneck & King. P.A. 

Immediate Past ChairmanðDarren Robertshaw 

Trianon Bonita Bay 

 

Vice Chairmen: 

Mike Kennedy 

MKA Marketing 

Sheila Seacat 

Individual Member 

William Shikany 

Shikanyôs Bonita Funeral Home 

Joe Murgalo 

Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort & Spa 

Jon Davis, CPA, CFP, Partner 

McGladrey & Pullen, LLP 

Jose R. Lopez 

Chapman & Associates, Inc. 

 

2008-2009 DIRECTORS 

Henry C. Cohen 

Cohen & Grigsby, P.C. 

Wendi Fowler 

The Client Server, Inc. 

George Ghanem 

Taylor Rental/Creative Events 

Dr. Beth Hagan 

Associates in Entrepreneurship Education 

Diane Ivey 

Coconut Point 

Mark Lewis 

Ascendant Wealth Management, LLC. 

Jon McLeod 

Mobile Exposure 

Vince Modarelli 

Naples News Media Group 

Tim OôGorman 

Champion Cleaners 

Dr. Ed OôNeill 

Bonita Chiropractic Center 

G. Donald Thomson 

Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF  

Christine A. RossðPresident & CEO 

Stephanie KissingerðExecutive Vice President 

Pat VavrekðChief Financial Officer 

Gabrielle OôBoyleðSpecial Events Director 

Julie Liles-DigbyðMembership Manager 

Ryan UhlerðMarketing Manager 

Tiffany EspositoðCommunications Manager 

Geraldine PessolanoðExecutive  

Administrative Assistant 

Rosemary StevensðBusiness Assistant 

www.BonitaSpringsChamber.com  
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October 3, 2009 

Hyatt Regency Coconut 

Point Resort & Spa 
 

The Annual Chairmanôs 

Gala marks the beginning of 

the Bonita Springs Cham-

berôs new fiscal year and 

celebrates the ñpassing of the 

gavelò in our leader-

ship.  This black tie event 

marks the yearôs premier 

event  and has been set for 

Saturday, October 3rd at the 

Hyatt Regency Coconut 

Point Resort & Spa located 

at 5001 Coconut Road in Bo-

nita Springs.  Sponsorship 

opportunities are still avail-

able for this event.  Please 

contact Stephanie Kissinger 

at (239) 992-2943 for infor-

mation regarding sponsor-

ships opportunities.  

The Gala will include the 

announcement of the Direc-

tor of the Year, Member of 

the Year as well as Citizen 

of the Year Award presented 

by The News-Press and the 

Bonita Daily News/Bonita 

Banner. For more informa-

tion about the event, please 

contact the Chamber at (239) 

992-2943. 
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September 23, 2009  

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  

Spanish Wells  Golf and  

Country Club, Inc.     
 

The Annual Meeting & 

Awards Luncheon will be 

held on Wednesday, Septem-

ber 23rd. During the event 

we will celebrate our 

achievements with the Chair-

man, say farewell to outgo-

ing board members and rec-

ognize fellow members for 

their generous volunteer sup-

port. If you have been a com-

mittee volunteer we hope 

y o u  c a n  m a k e 

it!  Additionally the Pat Lord 

Award for Volunteerism and 

Stewardship will be pre-

sented. The award is in honor 

of the late Pat Lord, a long-

time chamber member and 

community advocate. This 

award was incepted in 2006 

to recognize the Chamber 

Member that personifies 

community service. 

To register or for more infor-

m a t i o n  p l e as e  v i s i t 

www.BonitaSpringsChamber

.com. Registration is $30 per 

member. The deadline to 

register is Monday, Septem-

ber 21st by midnight; there-

after, reservations will be 

$40 per member based upon 

availability. Sponsorship op-

portunities start at $225. 

Thank you to our Gold spon-

sor The Terraces at Bonita 

Springs and our Invest for 

Success Chamber Advocates 

TIB Bank and Comcast.  

Annual Chairmanõs Gala 

http://www.bonitaspringschamber.com/
http://www.bonitaspringschamber.com/
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Concept 

Today, the U.S. ranks 15th be-

hind Japan, Korea, Denmark, 

Czech Republic and other coun-

ties with higher percentage of 

fiber optic connections.  Coun-

tries like India and China have 

leveraged their high speed 

broadband to ad-

vance to first world 

status.  Further, high 

tech jobs pay almost 

70% more than the 

average pay accord-

ing to the American 

Electronics Associa-

tion.  In todayôs in-

novation economy, a highly edu-

cated, highly connected work-

force is more important than 

ever. 

Florida LambdaRail Network is 

a consortium of universities cre-

ated to build and operate a Flor-

ida high speed fiber optic net-

work to support research, educa-

tion and economic development.  

Southwest Florida Innovation 

Network is forming to work 

with Florida LambdaRail Net-

work, local universities, health-

care providers, businesses, 

emergency responders, not-for-

profits, chambers of commerce, 

economic development offices 

and the community to ensure 

regional connection to the Flor-

ida LambdaRail and promote 

full penetration of fiber optic 

network to all of our businesses 

and homes.  We will facilitate 

these activities by securing fed-

eral, state and private funding; 

and promoting collaboration 

around the producer and con-

sumer communities involved 

with fiber optic networks. 

The Challenge 

Many communities already have 

plans to deploy fiber optic.  For 

instance, Vermont has a man-

date to provide 100 Mb/s 

(Megabits per Second) by the 

end of 2010.  Our challenge is to 

catch up to the rest of the coun-

try by: identifying geographic 

areas of need and overlay the 

map of the existing lit and dark 

fiber.  Fill in middle and last 

miles to those communities.  

Publish compelling applications.  

Secure funding and work with 

fiber optic vendors to deploy 

this necessary network. 

The Opportunity  

With federal stimulus money 

allocated for infrastructure, re-

search, education and telecom-

munications, we can fast for-

ward our fiber optic initiative.  

Reports from other Florida re-

gions suggest we can expect 

80% stimulus money to match 

20% private investment (cash 

and in-kind)  

 

Why now? 

With the current business cycle, 

now is the time to take advan-

tage of government spending to 

upgrade our region to ñHighly 

Connectedò status and match 

other regions like Austin, Texas, 

Silicon Valley and Reston, Vir-

ginia.  Lake County Florida dou-

bled their economic activity, 

relative to other Florida Coun-

ties, by providing fiber optic 

broadband to businesses and in-

stitutions.  Why now? We can-

not continue to lag behind other 

regions in our state, country or 

the world.  

Compelling Applications 

Small business develop-

ment - For competitive 

advantage and sustain-

ability 

Medical ï Electronic 

Medical Records, Pro-

mote Records Sharing, 

Healthcare Delivery 

(such as MRIôs transmit-

ted in real time to the 

physicians) 

Business: High speed 

infrastructure that will 

support business devel-

opment and sustainabil-

ity in the global market-

place 

Research ï Support 

Emerging Biotech Sec-

tor, Join National Re-

search Initiatives 

Education ï Distance 

Learning K-12, College, 

University 

Digital Divide ï Provide 

Work at Home Job Op-

portunities, Access to 

Education  

 

Value Proposition 

By supporting SWFIN 

with your equity leader-

ship position, you gain a 

seat on the Authority 

Board, the entity that 

will manage grant fund-

ing aimed at broadband 

development in South-

west Florida.  

High tech jobs pay almost 
70% more than the average 

pay according to the American 
Electronics Association.   

ñ 

ò 

Southwest Florida Innovation Network Value Proposition  



B
U

S
I
N

E
S

S
 
E

D
G

E
 

A
U

G
U

S
T

 
2

0
0

9
 

5 
By leveraging federal 

stimulus money to in-

crease regional broad-

band supply, we can re-

duce broadband cost to 

our businesses, resi-

dents and workforce. 

We can connect South-

west Florida now 

for less than 20 

cents on the dol-

lar. 

Broadband is a 

key consideration 

for companies 

looking at estab-

lishing, relocating 

or expanding in 

Southwest Flor-

ida. 

Research shows 

that increases in 

broadband capac-

ity have a direct 

relationship to 

increases in the 

number of jobs 

available.  For 

every additional 

megabyte of aver-

age bandwidth, 

the jobless rates 

drop by 2%. 

Broadband in the rural 

and under-served areas 

will connect those resi-

dences and businesses to 

our metropolitan busi-

nesses. 

Every $1 invested in 

broadband results in $3 

of increased economic 

activity. 

Broadband increases the 

accessibility of on-line 

education increasing 

workforce education 

rates and global reach. 

Accessibility to research 

data via broadband in-

creases viability of inno-

vative partnerships in 

our region and around 

the world. 

 

Investment Model 

We are looking for five inves-

tors per Southwest Florida 

County, to commit $10,000 per 

year for two years to the South-

west Florida Innovation Net-

work Authority for Broadband.  

The Authority will be a pri-

vately funded coalition estab-

lished to ensure that the region 

receives additional broadband 

infrastructure revenues in order 

to maintain a strong economy 

and exceptional quality of life. 

The Authority will be estab-

lished as a legal entity with the 

State.  At this time, the funds 

collected will be held in an ac-

count by the Bonita Springs 

Area Chamber of Commerce 

Foundation.  Investors will be 

advisors to the Authority.  This 

seed money will be used to hire 

a team of consultants who 

will develop our grant appli-

cations, business and sus-

tainability plan as well as to 

oversee the grass roots vol-

unteers who to date have 

created the momentum we 

have gathered for this infra-

structure initiative.  

 

A technical team is available 

to discuss the project with 

you and to answer any ques-

tions you may have.  Please 

contact Christine Ross, 

President & CEO of the Bo-

nita Springs Area Chamber 

of Commerce at Chris-

tine@BonitaSpringsCham-

ber.com for a referral to this 

team.       

 

Checks and letters of com-

mitment should be written to 

the Southwest Florida Inno-

vation Network, c/o Bonita 

Springs Area Chamber of Com-

merce Foundation, 25071 

Chamber of Commerce Drive, 

Bonita Springs, Florida 34135.   

 

Contact Information: 

Christine Ross  

Bonita Springs Area 

Chamber of Commerce  

Chritine@BonitaSprings 

Chamber.com  

(239) 992 -2943  
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Best Bets  

Mark Your Calendar  

Chamber Committee Meetings  

ONLINE  

Visit www.BonitaSpringsChamber.com 

to register for events. 

AUGUST 13TH 
Business After Hours 

Where: Buca di Beppo 

 8860 Tamiami Trail  

 North Naples, Florida 

When: 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

AUGUST 27TH 
Business Before Business 

Where: CNL Bank 

 9124 Bonita Beach Road 

 Bonita Springs, Florida 

When: 8:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. 

AUGUST 20TH 
Back 2 Basics Brown Bag Lunch 

Where: Chamber Boardroom 

When: 12:00 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. 

Speaker: Charly Caldwell 

Topic: Five Steps to Creating Awareness 

Today Using New Media 

AUGUST 25TH 
New Member Welcome  

Reception 

Where: Chamber  Boardroom 

When: 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS  

AUGUST 13TH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy a selection of luxurious Italian hors dôoeuvres, 

networking and door prizes all generously provided 

by Buca di Beppo. 

When: 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Where: Buca di Beppo 

 8860 Tamiami Trail  

 North Naples, Florida 

Cost: members $10.00 in advance and $15.00 

after midnight on August 11th. Future members 

$40.00 

Save the Date  
Annual Meeting Luncheon 

Wednesday, September 23rd 
 Annual Chairmanôs Gala

 

Saturday, October 3rd  

AUGUST 5TH 
8:30 a.m. ï Market Pulse Committee 

AUGUST 18TH 
8:30 a.m. ï Speakers Committee 

AUGUST 31ST 
4:00 p.m. ï Ambassador Committee 

SEPTEMBER 2ND 
12:00 p.m. ï Government Affairs Committee 
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Networking Event Photos  

Business After Hours  

Darren and Stacy Robertshaw 

Business After Hours  

Jeanette Kiekbusch and Robin Listello 

Business After Hours  

Jon McLeod and Gordon Kaufman 

Business Before Business  

Joe and Alana Consolo 

Business Before Business  

Patrick Howe, Flavio Jamur and James Nasset 

Business Before Business  

Troy Hilton, Billie Posonski and Brad Collins 
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Affordable Health & Life  

Insurance 

Cape Coral   

(239) 357-6415 

 

Auto Quest of SW Florida, Inc. 

Fort Myers 

(239) 432-1700 

 

AW Kelley's Gardens, Inc 

Fort Myers 

(239) 481-1555 

 

B2B CFO 

Naples 

(317) 294-8145 

 

Box Galaxy 

Naples 

(239) 592-9425 

 

Crystal Clean Services 

Fort Myers 

(239) 936-7700 

 

Downing-Frye Realty, Inc. - The 

Saunders Group 

Bonita Springs 

(239) 398-3711 

 

H.L. Graves Air Conditioning 

Fort Myers 

(239) 561-6999 

 

Home Check Systems, Inc 

Fort Myers Beach 

(239) 765-5775 

 

Minuteman Press 

Naples 

(239) 261-1198 

 

Mystical Moon 

Fort Myers 

(239) 939-3339 

 

Nina Link, P.A. - John R. Wood 

Realtors 

Bonita Springs 

(239) 357-5058 

Premier Showcase 

Fort Myers 

(239) 489-2302 

 

Rogers Wood Hill Starman & 

Gustason 

Naples 

(239) 262-1040 

 

Simplex Grinnell 

Fort Myers 

(239) 939-4456 

 

Special Deliveriez, Inc. 

Naples 

(239) 919-0168 

 

The Chrysalis Connexion 

Bonita Springs 

(239) 221-8977 

 

The Terraces at Bonita Springs 

Bonita Springs 

(239) 221-8907 

New Investors from June 22, 2009 through July 29, 2009  
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 Ampu tee,  mounta in 

climber and world record-holding 

disabled athlete Todd Huston will 

appear as the keynote speaker for 

the 15th Annual Southwest Flor-

ida Blue Chip Community Busi-

ness Award. Huston will help 

honor this yearôs winner Thurs-

day, November 5th, at a lunch-

eon ceremony at Harborside 

Event Center, located at 1375 

Monroe Street in Fort Myers. 

Registration begins at 11 a.m. 

The program starts at 11:30 

a.m. 

 Coordinated and spon-

sored by Oswald Trippe and 

Company, the annual Blue 

Chip Award program recog-

nizes small businesses that 

have overcome adversity to 

achieve success. 

Huston knows how to 

overcome incredible chal-

lenges. When his legs got 

caught in the propeller of a 

boat at age 14, his life was 

radically changed. He battled 

to keep his legs with numerous 

surgeries but bone disease 

eventually forced him to have 

one leg amputated. 

Huston became a psycho-

therapist and clinical director of 

the Amputee Resource Center in 

California. He also worked in 

psychiatric hospitals for adults, 

adolescents and children. He used 

his professional skills and per-

sonal experiences to help patients 

achieve more in their lives. He 

also trained healthcare profes-

sionals in working with individu-

als coping with disabilities. 

Then Huston did the uni-

maginable ï he set a world record 

by climbing the highest eleva-

tions in all 50 states (including 

the 20,320 foot summit of Mt. 

McKinley) with only one leg in 

one of the most extreme and dan-

gerous sports that exist (mountain 

climbing). Huston broke the able-

bodied record by 35 days. 

He has been featured in 

numerous publications including 

Sports Illustrated, Forbes and The 

Wall Street Journal, as well as the 

popular book, ñChicken Soup for 

the Soul, A Second Helping.ò He 

has appeared as a special guest on 

CBS Year in Sports and Robert 

Schullerôs Hour of Power. Huston 

has been interviewed on ABC, 

NBC, CBS, CNN, TNN, Inside 

Edition and Extra, plus numer-

ous radio programs. 

Several distinguished 

honors have been awarded to 

Todd Huston including U.S. Jay-

ceesô Ten Outstanding Young 

Americans, the Henry Iba 

Award for Outstanding Citizen 

Athlete, the Class Act Award 

and the American Red Crossô 

Everyday Hero Award. 

 Charlotte, Collier and 

Lee county for-profit businesses 

that have been in operation for at 

least three years and employ five 

to 400 people are eligible for the 

Southwest Florida Blue Chip 

Community Business Award. 

Applications, which must be 

submitted no later than Septem-

ber 14th, can be requested by 

contacting Stacey Mercado at 

2 3 9 - 4 3 3 - 7 1 8 9 ,  o r 

smercado@otc1.com. Independ-

ent judges will select the winning 

entry. 

 The Southwest Florida 

Blue Chip Community Business 

Award is endorsed by the Bonita 

Springs Area Chamber of Com-

merce. 

Speaker Announced for the 15th  

Annual Southwest Florida Blue Chip  

Community Business Award  


