
Business EDGE 
SHARPEN YOUR COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE 

September 2009  

Business news from the Bonita Springs Area Chamber of Commerce 

Join us at the  
Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon! (see page 3) 



Put some direction and new energy into 

pumping up your brand this month! If 

your reputation is good but no one knows 

it, you havenôt told your story to the right 

crowd. In order to help you with this, the 

Chamber has put together a selection of 

targeted marketing offers that will attract 

attention from foot traffic in our Visitor 

Center lobby and consumers viewing our 

website.  Stretch your reach and make 

viable connections with the consumer 

using a multi-media approach. 

  

For a full look at what weôve created click here or contact 

Ryan Uhler today at (239) 992-2943 or 

Ryan@BonitaSpringsChamber.com. 
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25071 Chamber of Commerce Drive 

Bonita Springs, Fl 34135 

(239) 992-2943 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chairman of the BoardðOwen Feeney, D.M.D. Bonita 

Estero Dental Group 

First Vice ChairmanðBrian Farrar 

BCF Management Group 

Second Vice ChairmanðSabra Cecil 

Veritas Employer Services 

TreasurerðJames Dati 

Bond, Schoeneck & King. P.A. 

Immediate Past ChairmanðDarren Robertshaw 

Trianon Bonita Bay 

 

Vice Chairmen: 

Mike Kennedy 

MKA Marketing 

Sheila Seacat 

Individual Member 

William Shikany 

Shikanyôs Bonita Funeral Home 

Joe Murgalo 

Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort & Spa 

Jon Davis, CPA, CFP, Partner 

McGladrey & Pullen, LLP 

Jose R. Lopez 

Chapman & Associates, Inc. 

 

2008-2009 DIRECTORS 

Henry C. Cohen 

Cohen & Grigsby, P.C. 

Wendi Fowler 

The Client Server, Inc. 

George Ghanem 

Taylor Rental/Creative Events 

Dr. Beth Hagan 

Associates in Entrepreneurship Education 

Diane Ivey 

Coconut Point 

Jon McLeod 

Mobile Exposure 

Vince Modarelli 

Naples News Media Group 

Tim OôGorman 

Champion Cleaners 

Dr. Ed OôNeill 

Bonita Chiropractic Center 

G. Donald Thomson 

Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF  

Christine A. RossðPresident & CEO 

Stephanie KissingerðExecutive Vice President 

Pat VavrekðChief Financial Officer 

Gabrielle OôBoyleðSpecial Events Director 

Julie Liles-DigbyðMembership Manager 

Ryan UhlerðMarketing Manager 

Tiffany EspositoðCommunications Manager 

Geraldine PessolanoðExecutive  

Administrative Assistant 

Rosemary StevensðBusiness Assistant 

www.BonitaSpringsChamber.com  
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Christine A. Ross 

President & CEO 

Presidentôs Note 

Get Ready for Season...  

http://www.bonitaspringschamber.com/chamber/advertising-opportunities.html
mailto:Ryan@BonitaSpringsChamber.com
http://www.bonitaspringschamber.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bonita.chamber
http://www.twitter.com/BSAChamber
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Join us for the Annual Meeting 

and Awards Luncheon on 

Wednesday, September 23rd 

from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 

at Spanish Wells Golf & Coun-

try Club.  

 

This year weôve decided to mix 

things up by combining the An-

nual Chairmanôs Gala with the 

Annual Meeting and Awards 

Luncheon. Weôll have the same 

great opportunity to showcase 

our most valuable resource and 

our volunteers with a more light-

hearted, mid-day celebra-

tion. Rather than hearing from a 

formal speaker, weôve reorgan-

ized the event to spend our time 

focused on the power of your 

volunteerism. We hope that this 

change will feel inspiring and 

that youôll make it a point to join 

us to thank our leaders for their 

passion, talent and dedication to 

this chamber and our region.   

 

During the event we will cele-

brate our achievements with the 

Chairman of the Board, say fare-

well to outgoing board members 

and recognize fellow members 

for their generous volunteer sup-

port. If you have been a commit-

tee volunteer we hope you can 

make it! Additionally the Pat 

Lord Award for Volunteerism 

and Stewardship will be pre-

sented. The award is in honor of 

the late Pat Lord, a long-time 

chamber member and commu-

nity advocate. This award was 

incepted in 2006 to recognize the 

Chamber Member that personi-

fies community service. We will 

also be awarding the Director of 

the Year, the Member of the 

Year and the Citizen of the 

Year Award will be presented 

by The News-Press and the Bo-

nita Daily News/Bonita Banner. 

 

"In keeping with the Chamber's 

mission to serve our members, 

promoting an environment 

where business can grow and 

prosper, and to enhancing the 

quality of life of Bonita Springs 

area, we have decided to include 

the Citizen of the Year Award 

and the passing of the Chair-

man's Gavel Ceremony at the 

Annual Luncheon Festivities," 

stated incoming Chairman of the 

Board, Brian Farrar of BCF 

Management Group, LLC. "With 

that in mind, I am truly humbled 

to accept the Chairmanship and 

look forward to working with the 

members and the community 

this coming year, as we are all 

reminded of why we are 

óWhere You Want to Beô - Bo-

nita Springs, Florida." 

 

To register or for more informa-

t i o n  p l e a s e  v i s i t 

www.BontiaSpringschamber.co

m. Registration is $30.00 per 

member. The deadline to regis-

ter is Monday, September 21st 

by midnight; thereafter, reserva-

tions will be $40.00 per member 

based upon availability. Spon-

sorship opportunities start at 

$225. 

 

Thank you to our Invest for Suc-

cess Chamber Advocates TIB 

Bank and Comcast.  

Thank you to our Sponsors:  

http://www.news-press.com
http://www.naplesnews.com/news/banner/
http://www.naplesnews.com/news/banner/
http://www.theterracesatbonitasprings.com/
http://www.acelectric.net/
http://www.cnlbank.com/
http://www.cohenlaw.com/
http://www.nova.edu/
http://www.bmdllc.com/
http://www.rsmmcgladrey.com/
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Youôre invited to discover ñTactics for Tough Timesò presented by Jerry Ross, Executive Director of 

the Disney Entrepreneur Center on Tuesday, October 20, 2009 from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at the 

Embassy Suites Fort Myers ï Estero. 

 

Join Mr. Ross, a life-long entrepreneur as he shares tips and tactics from his entrepreneurial career for 

dealing with a tough economic time. His philosophy goes back to the simplicity of motherly advice. ñIn 

itôs simplicity, there are times when you need to just put your head down, tune out the noise, and just 

do what you need to do to just get through it!ò states Ross in his blog. He offers an insightful, positive 

outlook on the current economy, how to get through it and how ñtough times donôt last, tough people 

do!ò  

 

Registration is $20.00 for members before Sunday, October 18th by midnight. Thereafter, reservations 

are $30.00 per member and based upon availability. Embassy Suites is located at 10450 Corkscrew 

Commons Drive in Estero.  

 

For more information or to register for the event, please visit www.BonitaSpringsChamber.com 

or call (239) 992-2943. To become a sponsor please contact Gabrielle OôBoyle at (992) 2943 or at 

Gabbi@BonitaSpringsChamber.com.  
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RiverFest is a City of Bonita 

Springs signature event celebrat-

ing the Imperial River. It is part 

of the larger Calusa Blueway 

Festival, a ten day celebration of 

Lee County waterways. 

This yearôs Riverfest will take 

place on Friday, October  

23rd and Saturday October 

24th at Dockside at River-

side Park. 
The event will begin with a 

Friday Night Fish Fry, a 

down home dinner with 

beer and music. Saturday 

hosts the Imperial River 

Challenge, a two mile time 

trial race for kayakers and 

canoers as well as The 

Great Florida Quacker 

Race, The Bye-Bye Butterfly 

Release, vendors historic and 

nature displays, exhibits at the 

Historic Artists Cottages, mu-

sic and fun for the whole family. 

 

For information on registering for 

the race, buying tickets for the 

Fish Fry, adopting a rubber-

ducky for the Quacker race or 

participating with the Butterfly 

Release, please contact Arleen 

Sheehan at Bonita Springs City 

Hall (239) 040-6262.    

Media Sponsor:  

Supporter:  

http://www.disneyec.com/directorsblog/110/tough-times-dont-lasttough-people-do/
http://www.disneyec.com/
http://www.disneyec.com/
http://www.disneyec.com/
http://www.disneyec.com/DirectorsBlog
http://www.disneyec.com/directorsblog/110/tough-times-dont-lasttough-people-do/
http://www.disneyec.com/directorsblog/110/tough-times-dont-lasttough-people-do/
http://www.BonitaSpringsChamber.com
mailto:Gabbi@BonitaSpringsChamber.com
http://www.bonitaspringschamber.com/media/downloads/press-releases/411/River%20Fest%202009.pdf
http://www.bonitaspringschamber.com/media/downloads/press-releases/411/River Fest 2009.pdf

